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sundown

at the 400-

IT'S 5 PM.

plus-acre Utopia Rescue/Echo Hill Ranch,
an animal rescue shelter that doubles as a
camp for kids in the summer. Ray and Chris,
two good ole' boys who double as plumbers
in this small community outside Medina
County, enter the kitchen of an annex whose

kitchen sink pipes need some unclogging.

Pieces of the phone conversation in the
adjacent room drift through the wooden door
that separates it from the kitchen: “I can’t go
in drag,” the conversant says. “I've been in
drag three times. If I go for four... Alright, so
maybe I will go in drag.”

The kitchen crew is oblivious to the
conversation. Like irritable constituents, they
are busy broadcasting their own problems.
The five household dogs bay for the steak
dinner they get when their owner comes into
town. Ray rattles bottles of disinfectant and
insect killer as he probes the sink’s innards
loudly with a ribbed metal rod. When he
returns to his truck periodically, he lets the
squeaky front door with old hinges slam shut
behind him.

The man on the phone has had enough.

“Will you guys shut the hell up?” Kinky
Friedman bellows, bum-rushing to the front
of the shack. “I'm trying to do a %$@ radio
interview here! God Almighty...” The last
part fades away as Friedman heads back o his
telephone pulpit.

THE TEXAS EVERYMAN

Unless you've been living under a rock or
just plain don’t care about Texas politics, you
know about Kinky Friedman. One of several
Texas 2006 gubernatorial candidates — surely
the most colorful — he’s not a Democrat or
Republican. Friedman is running a populist
platform as the Texas Everyman for the Texas
Everyman. And his status as an entertainer
and best-selling mystery novel author may
just help him recruit a good portion of the 70
percent of registered voters who didn’t vote
in the last Texas gubernatorial election. He
once facetiously told radio host Don Imus the
reason he was running for governor was the
extra closet space, and now he’s hoping the
good citizens of Texas will help him ger it.

Seasoned Texas politicians are warily
watching Friedman's campaign — which they

Friedman family-owned Echo Hill Ranch, the 400-acre summer camp for
kids and animal rescue center; is where Kinky spends his down time.

once thought was as serious as a Kinky one-
liner — as it gains traction. Democrats bristle
at reports of him out-earning their candidates
($1.5 million to their combined less than
$500,000, as of last December). Both parties
are threatened by the publicity he gets
wherever he goes, including appearances
on The Tonight Show, 60 Minutes, and
Lance Armstrong’s Sirius radio show, where
Friedman touts what he deems is Perry’s
failure to fix Texas’ school and border issues.
In response, the major parties point to the
state’s conservative voting record and the
logistical obstacles to Independent candidacy
in Texas to hearten themselves.

Meanwhile, some original enthusiasts
of Kinky’s message denouncing “The Crips
and the Bloods — | mean, the Democrats
and the Republicans” are asking for the
innards of this book cover. In the message
boards of www.Kinkyfriedman.com, many
are saying: “Kinky, I love you: but what do
you stand for?”

If Kinky is serious about the Governor's
Mansion and its large closet, he needs to
solidify and galvanize his fans and those
on-the-fence voters for his petition drive,
and later, the polls. He’s attempting that
via an “enter-paign” waged through a strong
online presence, statewide meet-and-greets,
the cult followers from his entertainment
career and the advantage of frequent free
media. But are enough of his die-hard fans
registered voters, and can they — and he
— convince those still on the fence that his
campaign is substantive!

Friedman is not trying to steal those who
are already politically spoken for. “Kinky is
not running against Perry or Strayhorn or
Bell, or anybody,” says former U.S. Senator
Dean Barkley, best known for running the
campaigns of ex-Minnesota Governor Jesse
Ventura and Greco-American columnist
Arianna Huffington. “He'’s running against
voter apathy. And if he can beat that, he'll be
governor. If he can’t, we'll lose.”

EDUCATION AND THE BORDER

It has been a little over a year since Kinky
Friedman first announced his run for governor
in front of the Alamo on February 3, 2005.
Since then, much about this Independent
candidate’s campaign has changed.

After the seriousness of the run sank in
— a process the candidate and constituents
have gone through at roughly the same time
— the ex-Texas Jewboys front man has had to
learn how to conduct himself somewhat like
a politician (no small feat for a candidate
running on an anti-politician platform). For
this task, Friedman enlisted the help of ex-
Governor Jesse Ventura’s “Minnesota Mafia,”
campaign managers Bill Hillsman and Dean
Barkley, last August. Two million in campaign
funds and several national talk show spots
later, it’s clear to everyone involved that this
is a bona-fide campaign.

By the time I met Kinky, his campaign
had already swung into “serious” mode. It
was mid-December, and Kinky was slotted
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to appear at his friend’s restaurant, Tom's
Tabouli on Austin’s Guadalupe Street, for a
meet-and-greet later that night.

“Let’s get this shit over with,” he said
as he swaggered outside his campaign
headquarters to pose for a photograph next to
his Pepto-Bismol pink trailer, complete with a
painted-on mustache atop a protruding cigar
prop. When that was over, he afforded
me a limited time of rapid-fire questions
in between his tightly packed schedule of
signing gold Kinky doll labels, swearing
and smoking.

He started, as always, with education
and the border — the “centerpieces on the
table in Texas.”

Kinky frequently criticizes the Texas
education system, for example, by slamming
the “No Child Left Behind” initiative and
state-administered TAKS test the federal
actrequires to assess student comprehension
(but not for passage to the next grade, a
state decision).

“There's no reason to have it,” Friedman
says of the TAKS test. “The ‘no child left
behind’ deal has failed. I say, ‘no teacher left
behind,” and in order to accomplish this,
we're going to have to leave one governor
behind. Because he doesn’t care. He took
our eye off the ball with gay marriage. Gay
marriage is not the most critical issue of the
day: education is.”

Kinky approaches local education reform
by reassessing the role and importance of
the teacher, whom he says is underpaid and
underappreciated. Oftentimes, he opines,
this leads to the weeding out of those most
qualified to instruct, leaving Texas with
simple, but uninspiring math: “Fifty in
education, first in executions.”

Little Jewford (left) with Tom Abdenour,
owner of Tom's Tabooley. Friedman always
introduces long-time friend and sidekick
“Little Jewford” (Jeff Shelby) as a “Jew

who drives a Ford.”

'wn.‘.pﬁh 2

“It takes areal dumb ass not to understand
this,” he fumes. “You can’t throw money and
technology at this problem to solve it. The
human component is important: you have to
understand what it is to teach.”

To solve this problem, Kinky has posed
a plan called the “Trust for Texas Heroes,”
which would impose a one percent surcharge
on “big” oil and gas and corporations, which,
he estimates, would come to roughly $2
billion that could go toward raising salaries of
teachers, cops and firefighters. This, he notes,
is only an idea, and one that would have to
pass as legislation. What he has promised
to do unilaterally is appoint people to the
education system who “have actually seen
the inside of a classroom,” like friend Dylan
Ferrero. Ferrero began his teaching career
with the Peace Corps in the jungles of Borneo
and has been teaching special education in
Comfort for almost two decades.

Friedman stresses the valuable wisdom
of retired “greats like Ann Richards and
Darrell Royal,” and says the installation
of people like them would go a long way
toward fixing the system. “We'd still have
standardized tests, of course,” Friedman says.
“But not this one God Almighty test that
kids have a nervous breakdown over before
they take it. I'd go back to the old process of
educating by experience.”

Human capital is valued in every main
prong of Kinky's platform. Take his plans
to fix the border, which rest on the power
and innovation of those some might say we
should not trust: Mexican generals. He deems
this idea, appropriately, the “Five Mexican
Generals” plan,

“We divide the border into five sections,
appoint a Mexican general in charge of

each one. We give each man a million
dollars, which we hold for him in an escrow
account. And we withdraw $5,000 every
time an illegal alien comes over. That” — he
pauses and points for effect — “would stop
illegal immigration.”

And what about the violence on
the border!?

“That would go a long way toward
stopping it,” he says. “The border is a mess.
The first thing you really have to do is pay
attention to it; admit you have a problem
there. Perry won't do that because he doesn’t
want to alienate his Hispanic voters. That's
a political reason. It’s not a good reason. I'm
sure gonna focus a lot of attention on the
border. That’s how you get it straightened up.
That'’s how [Governor] Bill Richardson did it
in New Mexico: he made it a big issue.”

That Friedman understands the power
of agenda setting is important for a potential
Texas governor because of the special nature
of the office. Whether he knows it or not,
agenda setting is one of the most absolute
powers the Texas Constitution grants its
strongly curbed executive branch.

Unlike other states, the Texas governor
does not have the power to appoint key offices
like Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General
and Comptroller. Therefore, these elected
officials don’t necessarily feel any obligation
to push the governor’s agenda. The governor
can call a special session — a tool Governor
Rick Perry has used generously — but only
to corral the state representatives around a
particular issue.

THE DARK HORSE

CELEBRITY AGENDA
Kinky has already been using his dark
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